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Who was moſt barbarouſly murdered: at Jil Ee 1 
own Gate, on the LORD 5 Boy How. {IE 
N bye three R. „ 


P l 1 * 
3 i 4 of SA 53-8 þ 2 - 
” 2 2 2 
hir cc ror. 775 10 1 HH 
5 22 „ — 5 
193 = 4 
. A 8 "EST Wa. * ; 
* 4. * N 2 % 2-7 % * 
; * A - 3 *: # * ** © 
ng. OS . gs — 
3 71 2 2 
1 Tf 1 «GS . a hs - 
w i; - * * i - 


| By NATHAN FISKE, A. M. . f 


| Paſtor of the third Church in By in BrooxriEL. 5 


% 


: 3 
bs > 8 — 2 
\ — : g n GI ng 5 . 5 — — 0 : 2 
= * o Q ; = , 8 = 7 8 1 </ 8 ; 105 5 5 
— a — 8 2 4 
OY 
* 5 —_— — Ts. a — — TS " 3B 8 9 — — „„ * — 
* 3755 7 4 . * = . Was * ; 4 
N -» 


a * 


come not thou into their Secret : unto their Aſſembly, mine 
honor, be not thou united: For in their Anger they ſlew a 
Man.—Curſed be their 85 for 1 it was fierce, and their 
Wrath, for it was cruel. al | Gun. XLIX. 5. 6, 7. 
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THE bloody Tragedy 10 lately ated among us 
in the ſhocking murder of one of our friends, 
_ * neighbours, and reſpectable 'fellow-eitizend, 
© _ whoſe mangled remains are now before us, 
a8 it 3 05 our attention. aſtoviſhes our minds and 
affecis our hearts, ſo it ought to be improved by us 
for the purpoſes of religion, to meke us wiſer and 
better. To promote this end is the deſign of the 
_ preſent. diſcourſe. God Ker the DON _—_ 85 ts 
. Wie 5 


We . ay hs viirefſed e of, ako 


. murdered victim, and would give them all the conſo- 


lation in our power. We would not deſignedly add 
10 their grief, by too minute a detail of affecting 
enen But would rather help them io im- 
prove the melancholy - providence; and eſpecially 5 
would commend them to a .compaſſionare G whoſe. 
_ confolacions' are e 88 nor ſmall.—We a8 
: Ds en Dy 


EH. A 6: 4- 
3 PIE pity FOR innocent 8 of 5 und derer 1 
And from the bottom of our hearts wiſh them the 
All ſufficient ſupports. of the Almighty Comforter. 
wie would therefore avoid, as much as poſſible, aggra- 
1 — Tating their ſorrow, by aggravating the crime that has 
en committed. But murder muſt not be palliated. 
And ſo horrid a murder as this, in which ſo.many 
RE Howe been concerned; and to..accompliſh which, fo 
mamuch deliberation was -made uſe of, ſo many methods 
deviſed, ſo many. opportunities ſought, ſo much cau- 
._  tjon uſed to conceal it beforehand, and ſo much deceit, 
lying and perjury afterward, to prevent being detected 
E ſuch a murder muſt. not be ſpoken, of in ſoſt terms; 
it ought rather to be painted in, colours, couid ſuch 5 
| colours be found, black as the crime itſelf. 1 Rage EE 


* otemeticgzed, 68 IINE) fo horrid a murder 
5 was never perpetrated in America, and is almoſt with |} 
out a parallel jn the known world. Is it not hock. 
Os ing, that men ſhould be found fo hard- hearted and KF 
5 cruel, as wantonly to ſpill the blood of a fellow. 
creature ?. More ſhocking. ſtill, that they ſhould ſpill - 
the blood of an innocent perſon, one that never 
3 3 them? Vea, that they ſhould do this in 
Cool blood, and from time to time lie in wait, 
. watching an opportunity to put their bloody de- 
- - ſign in execution? But the crime is greatly ag- 
gravated, when the deed is committed by a pro- 
feſſed friend, and the murderous purpoſe is concealed 
under the guiſe of eſteem, affection and an obliging 
carriage. For it was not an enemy — then I could 
have borne it: neither was it he that hated me that 
did magnify himſelt againſt me; then I would have 
5-4. 4 hid gl mow e But it it was 1 a "man, mine 
ME, OT: 0 | 2 1 85 
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5 1 19015 mine e 2cquainrance. We took ſweet et 


together and walked. in company. Yea, mine own 


 familiarfriecd in whom 1 truſted, which did eat o f 


E my bread, bath lifred up his heel againſt me.. But 
What compleats the horridneſs of the diabolical act, 


1 and hired by the innocent victim's wife. The words 


and gives it the moſt of an infernal hue, is that theſe 
hard- hearted ruffians ſhould be ſet on work, inſtigated 


of the text therefore may with more pertinency be 


applied to the perſon who fell, a night or two ago, by 


the murderons hands of -abandoned villains, than they 
were 10 Abner : As à man falleth before wicked 


men, ſo felleſt thou.” Abner was murdered ; but not. 


by baſe aſſaſſins hired for the purpoſe. - He fell; 


bur not at his own door : The murderer indeed ac- 
| coſted him as a friend, while be plunged the dagger 


into his fide; but bis boſom- friend was not in the 
bloody plot: His life was conſpired againſt ; but his 
ile was not at the bottom of the conſpiracy.- — Abner 
 - -had before ſlain Ajahet : And though it was in his 
own defence, yet Aſahel's brethren, Joab and Abiſpai, 


Teſolyed to revenge the deed. - Having therefore ſent 


for Abner, © Joab took him aſide in the gate io ſpeak 


with him quietly. and ſmote him there under the fifth 


: Abner and ſaid, died Abner as a fool dierh! 27 Was be 


deut off by the hands of juſtice for his crimes ? by o 
means. Or did he die by bis own folly, becauſe he 


had not wiſdom or courage io defend himſelf ? No 


verily; for he fell by Joab's malice and treachery: | : = 
And he bad no faſpicod of danger, no opportunity j 


for defence. Thy hands were not bound, nor thy 


feet put into fetters?ꝰ Thou didſt not tamely ſubmit 


_thyfelf a e into the hands W OE: to be bound + 
ST "8 


1 Pha, 12. and xli. g 


1 rib that he died.“ And King David lamented over 
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_ flleth before wicked. men, ſo felleſt thou :* » Agan” 
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innocent pet ſon, gaſuſpicious of dan en, is aſſaulted = | . 15 


* diou Rees, Jed thou MP 2 4 

Having conſidered hole words in this primary in⸗ b 

= F and their pertineney to the preſent melancholy | 1 
= O  occalion, we are e 9 75 Bp the to Oe. N = 
_ the firſt place, 1 
1 Something of the . nature, wa FA dor ER 
e of murder. As a man falleth before 1 5 
woeicled men: 5 As if none but per ſons emphatically 57 
EET? wicked could be guilty, of ſuch a crime; and as if this, 1 
crime filled up the meaſure, of their wickedneſs. There 4 

is ſomething ſo unnatural, ſo awful, ſo ſhocking to the 5 

mind, ſo. grating and: painful to all the feelings of the —» 

. ſoul, in deliberate murder, that it ſeems to be 9 

- the perſection of inhumanity, and the height of wicked. 1 
neſs. Premeditated- murder argues not only au un- * 

: | feeling heart, bur a ferocious and diabolical difpofirion, RN 

a ſeared conſcience, and a ſoul inur'd ro wickedneſs. 3 

They that can deliberately form a deſign to ſpill in- „ 

nocent blood. perſevere in the deſign, aud put it in 1 * 
execution, muſt be abandoned wretches. And they 18 2M 

that can be privy to ſuch a deſign,” countenance it, , Ml © 

2nd. take ng. pains to! -diſcloſe jt; bur all the pains poſſi· L 

ble 10 ſeerete it till put in execution, and then to con- 5 

ceal the murderers, what are they better than mur- N 

derers themſelves? And how much wickedneſs had , | pe 

= they: before treaſured up in their hearts? „Ve know n 3 

- no murderer bath eternal life biding in e,, 

The Light of Nature conſiders this as a wol de, | Wn 

dale crime. Heathen nations therefore, almoſt - 1 3 * wy: 

| : 5 _viverlally. | Bs 


1 abhorrence the: Deity holds this ſin, is manifeſt 


from. Scripture, aud from many remarkable events and 
circumſtances in the courſe of divine Providence 

tending to bring concealed murders to light, and the 
: perpetrators of them to puniſhment.” The prohibition, 


15 Thou ſhalt not kill.” Thou ſhalt do no murder, 


„ frequently repeated. We always find it ranked | 
high in the blackeſt catalogue of ſins. To heighten '_ 
the malignity and deteſtableneſs of this crime; our 
Savior fays, that „the Devil is a murderer from the 

beginning.” That it is highly criminal and odious, 
appears from the puniſhment required, and the reaſon 
| thereof aſligned :. « Whoſo ſheddeth man's blood, by 
man ſhall his blood be ſheds For in the image of God 

created he Man.“ f Ia the xxxvth chapter of Num- 
bers we have a large and particular account of tbe 
ſin of murder; and the puniſhment deſerved and ex- 


acted: But if he ut him of hatred, or hurl at him 
: by lying of wait that he die: Or in enmity ſmite him 
with his hand that he die; he that ſmote him ſhall | 


be put to death; for he is a murdefer. © Moreover, 


ye ſhall. rake no ſatisfaction for the life of a murderer 
which is gdilty of death: but he {hall-farely be put 


to death. So ye ſhall not pollute the land wherein 


ye are: For blood it defileth the land: And the 
land cannot be cleanſed. of the blood that is ſhed 
therein, but by the blood of him that ſhed it. 


5 1 The ceremony uſed by the Hraelites when a dead 


_ body was found in the fields flain by a murderer 
unknown, as it is recorded Deut. xxi. 1—9, may 
inform us what idea they had of the heinouſneſs of 


murder, and how much horror they conceived at this 


7 and alſo the fear INE, were in, that God 
* | B | TO 


* Gen, ix. 6. 15 
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were expiated, or revenged upon him that was the 


n of 1 it, if he ſhould Pe to be mens” ia 


— 


n Humbly enquire into the. reaſons why he jut 
. Governor of the Univerſe permits innocent 
. this to fall before wicked men. 


deer and horror, are attended with the moſt 


lion the exquiſite diſtreſs, and even the overthrow of 

families. Therefore, when we conſider ſuch events 

as falling out under the adminiſtration of the moſt 

- wiſe and righteous God, who hath a love to the works 

of his hands, and who loveth righteouſneſs and hateth 

\ iniquity, they are dark and myſterious, and fill the 

mind with perplexity- and doubt. Why ſhould the 

| blood of righteous Abel be ſpilt by the hands of a 

wicked brother? Why is the life of ah innocent 

- buſband. plotted againſt by the wife of his boſom, 
and abandoned wretches hired to deſtroy him? 

- Though we, ſhort-fighted mortals, cannot penetrate. 

_ Into all the reaſons of the divine diſpenſations. yet we 

can fee enough to vindicate the character of God, 

as a juſt and wiſe Governor, and to eſtabliſh - our 

belief of the certainty, and of the equity of his Phe - 

vidence. Moſt certainly, in permitting murders and 

| their diſtreſſing conſequences, he does no wrong to 

any of his creatures. In God's hand, we know, 

* is the foul of EY Ving thing, and the breath of 

: al. 


- melancholy circumſtances and conſequences, and: occa- 


e fe rt — rai 1 tall, 2 Cain. Mt LE ACS FU ans Ze oe, a 
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dhe take vengeance for it on 18 5 country ; * | 
_ and of the pollution that the country was ſuppoſed 10 
contract, by the blood that was ſpile in it, unleſs it 


auch vrents: we all koow, Fl hs mind with con» 
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| it. away, whenever he pleaſes, and by whatever 


inſtruments or. agents. I kill, and I make alive, I 


wound and I heal; neither is there any that can 
deliver out of mine hand And though there is 
ſomething ſhocking in the thought, that righteous = 
men ſhould fall before the wicked, yet if this is the 


way that God ſees fit to permit a good man to be 


ſent, ſo ſoon, from an evil world to a world of glory, 
| who can have any thing to object? Who may fay 
| unto him, what doeſt thou?” And if the victim that 
is at any time flain by murderers, is under the guilt 
of unrepented and unpardoned ſin, this indeed is an 
awful 15 
from the hand of God, not only the death of the body, 
but death eternal. — And as to the families and friends 
that are diſtreſſed and wounded in the moſt tender 
and ſenſible part, by ſuch dreadful events, we know 


ought! But every impenitent ſinner deſerves 


that God is able to bring good, even to them, out 


ſuch evil. God is able to make all grace, all conſola- | 
tioo, and all ſpiritual proſperity to abound. And he 
| hath engaged that all things ſhall work together for 
good to them that love God. 5 They that are, called 
to ſuch fiery trials, may, if they have teachable and 
pliant mindg,come out as gold purified and refined. And 


if their deportment and improvement, under ſuch ſe- 


. diſpenſations, be truly chriſtian, great will be their 
comfort in death, and their reward in heaven. 
And as to the wicked men themſelves, the vile per- 
petrators of ſuch atrocious crimes, God may permit 


them thus early to fill up the meaſure of their ini- 


Juity, in compaſſion | to the world in general. Having 


perſiſted in. their vicious courſes, unreclaimed by all 


the inſtructions. mercies and alluremeats, and by all 
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"the reproofs, e FRY Dy n with which | 
they have been tried; and God knowing their incore 
rigibleneſe, and the miſchief they might do in the 


world, ſhould they be ſuffered to continue long on 
the ſtage, leſt them to themſelyes, ro commit all ini- 
quity with greedineſs, and bring upon themſelves ſwift 
Ke Fg, Wy md, 1 * . be 51d. 5 


nf them. . e 


of 


bal, ;Auorher wiſe at God. aw bare h in. view, in Da 


- mitting ſuch awful events to fall out; 3 at leaſt one wiſe 


purpoſe. to be anſwered hereby, is to awaken and 
25 3 a ſecure and thoughtleſs generation, to make 
them attend to the ſtrictneſs of God's law, and the 
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5 ſeverity of his jadgments to renew and ſtrengthen 


_-*_ the ſenſe of virtue and vice to excite a greater de- 
| _ teſtarion of fin in general, and of ſuch hor rid practices 
in particular to inſpire a deeper veneration of God's 
inſpection and government, and dread of his power 


— 
— 


and wrath. Such an occurrence, like a terrifying 
earthquake, ſounds ad alarm to à careleſs world, and 
is calculated to rouſe their attention, to make them 

thoaghtful and ſerious, anxious to pleaſe Him, whoſe 


fayour is life, and whoſe Dvingkindneſs is better 


I life: That having fled for refuge. and laid 
hold on the hope ſet before them, they may not 


be afraid of chem that kill che body, and after 
that have no more that they can do; but may fear | 
Him who after he hath killed hath power to caſt into 


hell f The grand reyolt of ſome of the prime mi- 
niſters of heaven, it is probable, was a means of 
- eſtabliſhing the allegiance aud atrachment of the reſt 


of the Angels inyiolably to their God, and confirming 


. * in their ſeats. 5 ag opgraly of the WR Por 
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other beings, to eſtabliſh them in their virtue and; 
fidelity. The infernal aime of Judas, though fatal . 
to himfelf, was oyeruled by Providence and grace, 
to produce the moſt happy conſequences to others, _ 
And every flagitious a& of wickedneſs—eyery' fall 
into the depth of guilt aud perdition, ſhould be a 


EY 
gd 4 


Warning 10 all that hear thereof: Let him that 


| thipketh he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall“ 


Come out of her, my people, that ye be not par- 


takers of her ſins, and We Phat receive not of. her : 


, 9 ag ll 
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1 85 Apd thus 1 aufe led to mals ee im- | 
= provement of the dreadful murder that has been 
committed among us, and ſome of the awful and 


8 2 1 circumſtances that have attended i Tt, And, 


15 We m hence 1 the . eke ol 


bt. human heart. What depths of guilt, what exe- 
crable deeds are not mankind capable of! When 


Perſons can go on in a ſeries of vices, adding ſin to 
ſin, cheriſtiing the moſt unprovoked malice in their 


i hearts, crowning their malice with robbery. 8 


murder, and covering the whole with impudence, 
obſtinacy, perjury and impenitency, it is enough to 


_ aſtoniſh eyery unſtupilied mivd. Well did he, Wo 


knew what was in- man, fay, that © out of the heart 


proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornica - 


tions, thefts, falſe-witneſs, blaſphemies.”j—To what 


lengths of blindneſs, hardneſs and impenitency may 


per ſons run, when left of 'God—giyen up to their 


own hearts luſt ! They that by a continued courſe of - 


e * God to abandon them that give 


e 


T I Cor. Xo 12, * Rev. xvili. 4. + Mat. XV. ye, 
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by the reins. to their luſts and ARE _ break = 


. 


from all reſtraints of ſhame, conſcience, law, and the 
fear of God, what have they to keep them back from. 
the moſt preſumptuous wickedneſs, the moſt abomi- 
nable vices, or the moſt exemplary perdition? They 
that forſake the guide of their youth, and have not 
the fear of God before their eyes, know not to what 
be they may be permitted to run, where they . 
_ ſhall ſtop, or What may probably | be the fatal iſſue. 


- Hence, 2. How ſhould we deprecate the reworal. 
of the divine reftraints, and of God's ſpirit from us ! 


we ſhould run to the ſame exceſs of riot, debauchery . 
aud wickedneſs with others: For what are we, of 
durſelves, better chan 2 Wo to us s then, if God 
N from TTT 


3. 


Wherefore, 2 With what care and e e 
1 we keep ourſelves from the ſuares of the devil 


and of his agents, from all temptation, and from every 


_ evil work, teſt we provoke. God to deſert us? Every 


voluntary fin, every yielding to a temptation, is giving 


* to the devil; puts us more and more into his 
power; gives him dominion over us, and ſets us fur- 


+ 


Without the reſtraints of God's providenoe and grace, : 


ther and further from God. Bad company is alſo a : 


moſt fucceſsful inſtrument in the hands of the great 
tempter and deſtroyer of ſouls, whereby thouſands of 
unwary creatures have been led into infamy and ruin. 
By aſſociating - ourſelves. with perſons of viciated 


minds and bad characters, we learn their ways, 


ſtrengthen the depraved bias of the heart, aud get 
a ſnare to our ſouls. We hereby not only bring 
Kekss into Mele, and WIG, bur are in dan- 


per 
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ger of bringing ourſelyes, ſoul and body, to deſtrue- 
5 tion. Hod ͤ much then does it concern us all, eſpe· | 
. cially young people, to watch and pray that we enter 
| not into temptation, to avoid the company and the 
allurements of ſinners, and to fay to every wicked 
inticer, © depart from me ye evil doers, for 1 will 
keep the commandments of my God.” I would 
warn and intreat the youth in the affectionate lan- 
guage of the wiſe preacher. © My fon if ſinners in- 
tice thee, conſent thou not. Enter not into the path 
of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men 
avoid it; paſs not by it; turn from it, and pass 


The life and converſation of thoſe concerned in 
= this dreadful act of violence and murder, is full of 
.jF admonition to us all, eſpecially to young people. 
Peooſſeſs'd of headſtrong paſſions and ungoverned ap- 
peiites; their minds unprincipled in religion, and un- 
tutored in good morals; their manners unformed bx 
; oo examples, and unchecked by virtuous reſtraints, 


# 


they the more eaſily became hardned in fin, hard- 
| hearted towards men, and fit agents of the devil 
for the moſt complicated and extenſive miſchief, 
We hence ſee that it is of the utmoſt conſequence, 
both to themſelves and others, that children and 
youth ſhould be trained up in the way they ſhoald 
go, that when they are old they may not depart from 
It; That they ſhould have good inſtruclions, aud 
good examples: That early habits of ſobriery; huma- 8 
nity, juſtice, and the fear of God, ſhould be formed 5 
and ſtrengthened in their minds; and that they 
| ſhould always be on their guard, leſt their hearts be 
„ j —Gß8 
n. i. 1. ad in. 14. . 
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= — mine honor, be nor thou united. “ . 


N 4. The 1 of hits. unhappy. Gully. 8 
To 1 awfully Den up, are peculiarly in- 


ſtructive and admonitory to all heads of families. 
Since life and erery outward enjoyment is ſo uncer- 
tain; ſince every project ſor earthſy bliſs is fo liable 
to interruption and defeat; ſince our families may 
ſuddenly and unexpectedly be diſperſed we know not 
how ndr where, it is of the higheſt importance that 
we conſult, and ſtudiouſly promote, the beſt good, the 


eee as well as temporal peace and intereſt of our 


houſholds. The curſe of the Lord,“ ſays the wiſe 


man, is in the houſe of the wicked; but he bleſſeth - 
the habirafion of the juſt.” | ' Huſbands aud Wives 
ſhould therefore live together as-heirs of the grace 


of life, that their prayers be not hindered. + Parents 


and Maſters ſhould « command. their children and 
their houſholds after them, that they may keep the 
. Way of the Lord, to do Juſtice and judgment.“ 
And though. religion ſhould not be an effectual 
£1 guard to our habitation: againſt diſaſtrous accidents, 
or the violence of bloody and deceitful. men, yet 
Where good order, harmony. and religion reign in a 
family, that family is in the beſt preparation to 
receive whatever God in bis e {hall allot 
"0; for. VVV 


— ” x 1 ” 7 * 
m 3 8 L be 1 2 4 -, 


e 


5 Pio. afl. 20. Gen, xlix. 6. Þ Pro. iii. 33. + 1 Pat. iii. 7. 
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bin Fey elt ers Nained, by ak inriee- . 
ments of ſinners. How culpable then ate they, how 
..-* blind to their own intereſt and peace, who chooſe the 
company of ſinners, and follow their pernicious ways 8 
A companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed.” O my 
£ ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret, unto their aſ⸗ 
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EY this aft of. ral aickeduels; we 1 a. 

1 comment upon thoſe words of the A 5 8 

« The love of money ihe. root of all evil.“ 3 
the diſgrace. of. human nature, there are -00. crimes, © 4 
however black and diabolical, but men have been "I I 
' hired to commit them. What infinite numbers have 7? 
there been, beſides Balaam, who have loved the wages 
of ane ee ; and having their hearts ſer upon. 
filthy lucre, have been tempted with the hopes of gain. 
co rifle houſes, to plunder cities, to ſubdue kingdoms, ©: 
to betray friends, to commit and conceal the moſt, - 
© ſhocking murders, to ſell their country, to perjure 
- their ſouls, to blaſpheme their God, and to purchaſe, 3 
and inſure damnation ? For the love of money, Fudas  *' | 
| betrayed the Son of God into the bands of ſinners. | 
O let us be on our guard againſt bribery and — 40 
tion: Let us take heed and beware of covetouſne 
leſt we fall into temptation and a ſnare, and into 
many fooliſh and hurtful laſts, which den men ian 
5 deſtruction and perdition.“ nets ee „5 
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- This refle&tion is corroborated 105 the lee 


| be 2: This awful cataſtrophe reads us a folemn lecture: 
upon the inſufficiency of wealth, or elegant accommo- 
| dations, or of gaity and gaudineſs of dreſs, to make 3 
0 people ſecure. in 255 perſons, or contented and happy 
jo their minds. Did ſafe: y, PEGce and felicity always 
reſide with elegance and plenty, this family would 
never have been overſpread with ſuch a cloud: + 
Riches are fo far from procuring ſafety, that 7 
expoſe to danger. Riches profit not in any day of 
Wrath. Money i is not a defence againſt the intruſion 
of anxi ity, jealouſy and diſcord : it is not a defence 
againſt robbers and eee, but 4 denne 
| Or 
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the if ts rich ſhould not be Hager fem theſe ; 
yet their riches will not purchaſe happineſs, nor even” 
_ tranquility, What is the poffeſſion of wealth, with- 


out domeſtic peace, and the ſweers of conjugal affection 

- and confidence? What are elegant apartments ; what. 

a houſe full of filver and gold to à man, if his houſe. 

Will not afford him a quiet retreat, nor a ſafe ſhelter, 

nor a ſingle friend And what will it avail perſons 
to ſer. their hearts on rich attire, and to be able to 

e the eye with a profuſion of ornaments, if under 

that gaudy dreſs, there be the fouleſt heart, the moſt _ 

| ſhameful behavior, and a body 1 haſteniug 0 the dun- 7 


geo. and the gibbet 4 
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The edel of e vile een wk this . 
7 and of their accomplices, in forming the plot, 
carrying it into execution, and endeavoring to ſecure. 
themſelves and one another from detection, ſnews 

ide folly and infatuation of groſs tranſgreſſors, and 
that the devil, to whom they have devoted themſelves, 
wily and cunning as he is, will only ſead them. igto a 
- ſnare, and befool them. Truth and honeſty are ſtrait, 
open and ſecure paths; and whoſo, walketh ip them 
need not be afraid of the moſt piercing eye. In- 


tegrity and uprightneſs ſhall preſerve him“ « He that 
Walketh uprightiy walketh ſurely. 


taken. All fin is folly; and a complication of wicked- 


| neſs j is a complication of folly, and involves. the guilty. 5 
in a complication of ſhame and miſery. No ſyſtem 
- of villaioy, no club of villains can be fo formed and 
united, as not to be in continual danger of diſcovery - 
and diffolucion, a as there is no darkneſs 
42 . e neither 
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But he that 
Kaveili ihe paths of vprighineſs to Ly in the ways 
of darkneſs, will ſtumble and fall, will de ſoared. and 


e % 
3% a P 
. 


rr wa %V „ * $M: * 
\ 5 o % * 


1 ” 4 
. . 4 . - "5 2 , 2 
; [ 8 1 
/ F * e 
> . ; + 7 . * . £ 
* * : * 1 x $4 
\" i 
£ {3 
q 7 4 
90 „ > 2 
s 
3 19 
* e 
. 


| neſther Gato of 8 lie the 3 of iniquity "M 5 
may hide themſelves from God's eye. And e 
| ſuch a lover of righteouſneſs and hater of iniquity, bs 
that he; for the moſt part, bringeth the devices of - 
| the wicked upon their own heads, even in this world, 
aud ſuffers them to fall' into the 1 5 e wired W 
= for others. DEED 1215 . 
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here 8; The n manner; in . thoſe 7 


| were concerned in this bloody deed were detected, and 
their villainy brought to light, ſhould fill us with ad- 
miring and edoring thoughts of God's over-ruligg 
Providence, his watchful obſervance of human actions, 
his deteſtation of ſuch execrable deeds. and his infinite 


ſuperiority over all the powers aud ſtratagems ' both. 


of men and devils. - There are many devices in the 

heart of man; but the counſeb of the Lord that ſhall 

fand And God will bring to light the hidden 

things of f and make manifeſt the counſels- 

of the heart. The Lord-is known by the judgments 

Phich he executeth : the vicked: is W in he 
b work of his own hands.”# 75 


1 How ebe is Pie that we prceare: alc pro- 


E FS ls and favor of ſuch a Being; that we avoid 
_ erery thing which would: provoke him to caſt us away 
from his pic>nce; and live in the fear of the Lord 
yy Luerz day, . all dhe de long. We are in the 


midſt of evils and dangers, and dre too ſhort- ſighted 
to foreſee them, too helpleſs to avoid #25, * Happy 


then is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, 
| whoſe hope the Lord is.” He that dwelleth in the 
ſecret plaee of the Moſt High {hall abide under the 

| ſhadow of the Almight if 
a friend, our portion, our con 


Det us make God cur 
idence, and A out of all all 
fin, 
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4 Proy. Ax. 21, * Pfal, ix. 16, +: Pal xci. 1. 
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0 os i whether we go abroad, or tarry at home, 
our God' ſhall rve us: Or if he permit us to fall: 
© before wicked men, our ſouls ſhall eſcape unhurt, and. 
de es by Angels into Abraham's boſom. | | 


10. Ler us ſympathize with all that are difireſſed 
by this awful event. | 
murderers, as well as of the murdered, deſerve our 

compaſſion, and our prayers. The innocent children, 
io ſuddenly, ſo awfully, bereft of their father, yea, I 
may ſay of their mother too, demand our pity; and 
ought never to be reproached with the infamy of 
their mother, much leſs with the tragical death of their 
father. And ſurè I am, the condition of the unhappy. 
murderers loudly beſpeaks our anxious concern and 
eatneſt ſupplications at rice throte of grace, that they 
may not, ® after their hardneſs and i impenitent hearts, 
treaſure up unto themſelves wrath againſt the day of 
wrath,” but may be brought to a pungent ſenſe of 
their deep and aggravated guilt, may abhor themſelves 
and repent as in duſt and aſhes, that their ſoils may 
be Plucked as brands out of cxerfaſting : burnings. * 1 


by, 


Finally, 'T bie complicated! ſcene of wickedneſs = 
- Hoald make us all weary of ſuch a world, which is 


a theatre for ſuch bloody peg be acted upon C 


Sand to long after that better, that ha, enly country, 
Where all is ſecurity, all e Srmonp, all is perfection, 
and all felicity. 


abounding wickedneſs ! Let us look out and prepare 
for a more happy abode, where no bloody hand ſhall 
reach us, dats erty are © durable riches, and ee ever- 
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The virtuous friends of the _ 


| -Why-ſo attached to this ſtate of 
᷑t:ꝛtcubie, uncertainty, diſappointment, diſtraction, and 


